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views of Bulgaria's allies. Unanimity was finally achieved
on the evening of the 24th.1

It was on Christmas Day, 1917, that the reply of the
Central Powers was read by Czernin to the conference.
The Quadruple Alliance, he said, found that the Soviet
proposals formed a discussable basis for an immediate
general peace without forcible acquisitions of territory and
without war indemnities. They were, therefore, ready to
begin such a peace on two conditions :

(1)  All Powers now participating in the war must
within a suitable period, without exception and
without reserve, bind themselves to the most precise
adherence to the general conditions agreed upon.

(2)  With respect to  point No.  Ill  of the Eussian
proposal,  the  question of self-determination for
national groups which possess no political independ-
ence  cannot,  in  the   opinion  of the  Quadruple
Alliance,  admit of international settlement,  but
must, if necessary, be solved by each State independ-
ently together with the nationalities  concerned,
and in accordance with the constitution of that
State.

He then replied agreeing in detail to the six Soviet
points and concluded with the proposal that, although they
were all ready to enter into general negotiations, in order
to save time, they should begin discussion on those special
points which in any event would have to be settled separately
between Russia and the Central Powers.2

Joffe warmly welcomed the decision of the Alliance and
accepted their reservations in principle, though regretting
the necessity for them.8 He agreed to examine the special

1  Czernin, pp. 223-224 ; Hoffmann, ii. 200-201.

2  Proceedings, pp. 40-41.

3  The Soviet press, however, criticized the second reservation of the
Alliance somewhat sharply, declaring that to speak of " constitutional